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A Shakespearean scholar spent a
year in Stephen King’s private
archive. Now she’s sharing what she
found.

While researching her new book, “Monsters in the Archives,”
author Caroline Bicks found The Bard and King had more in

common than one might think.
By Kate Tuttle Globe Correspondent, Updated April 28, 2026, 6:00 a.m. » @ ,

.,

% | “A treat for fans of Stephen King.”
—PAUL TREMBLAY,
fork Times bestselling author of
and A Head Full of Ghosts

MY YEAR OF FEAR WITH

-

Al =Y
Author and scholar Caroline Bicks (right), the University of Maine's inaugural Stephen E. King Chair in
Literature; her new book, "Monsters in the Archives" peers into King's private archives. HOGARTH; LEAH
RAMUGLIA

As a tenured professor at Boston College, Caroline Bicks already had her
dream job. But when she heard that the University of Maine was seeking a

Shakespearean scholar to serve as its inaugural Stephen E. King Chair in
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Literature, Bicks jumped at the chance. After all, King was one of her first
loves as a reader; at 12, she scared herself silly reading the short stories in
“Night Shift” before bedtime. It was around the same time she had started

reading Shakespeare, Bicks writes in “Monsters in the Archives: My Year of

Fear With Stephen King,” and both writers “had enormous claims on my

imaginative life.”

Despite being told not to expect any contact with the author, four years into
the job, Bicks got a phone call from King himself, offering to meet. He spoke
to her classes about his writing process, the importance of how words sound
(read all your drafts aloud, he told them), and the absolute necessity of

reading voraciously.

“It was magic,” Bicks writes of King’s visit.
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What followed was even more extraordinary: a sabbatical year in which Bicks
became the first scholar to spend months in the King archive located in the
family’s large Victorian Bangor home, poring over the drafts of five novels
that had so terrified and thrilled her as a young teenager: “Carrie,” “Salem’s

Lot,” “The Shining,” “Night Shift,” and “Pet Sematary.” Bicks’s new book

blends literary scholarship and personal inquiry to explore the craft, artistry,

and man behind the books that invented modern American horror writing.

How did it feel to be the first person to spend so much time in

these archives?

It was such a gift. I think they trusted me because I made it really clear that
this was a project for me about appreciating the language and how he crafted
these iconic works. I stuck to the five that had scared me the most when I was
a teenager. I didn’t want to write an academic book; I wanted this to be a
book that could reach a lot of people. The overriding mystery for me that I
wanted to get at was why was his language still sticking in my head 40 years

after reading these stories and why did it continue to stick in people’s heads?

Advertisement

It was wild to see the notes between King and his copy editor,

especially when he’s defending the use of words that are non-
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standard or sort of strange. And he keeps saying, “look, this is just

what sounds right here.”

As a Shakespearean, I was especially attuned to that. Shakespeare’s language
is meant to be heard, right? And I thought, wow, there’s a whole layer here to
his writing that I didn’t even anticipate that I would find, which was really

intentional, careful thinking about the sounds of words.

As the process went on, you were also talking with King about

what you found in the archives.

That was another layer of magic for me, getting to talk to the person whose
works have touched me so much. I can’t talk to Shakespeare, but I can talk to

Stephen King.
‘What was the most surprising thing you found in the archives?

Every time I went in there, there was another layer to discover about his
writing process — whether it’s the alternative ending to “The Shining,” which
was such a shock to me. That’s a draft that has never been talked about

because nobody’s seen it.

When I discovered that first draft called “The Shine,” and saw that he had
divided it into acts and scene numbers, as a Shakespearean, obviously I was
like, “oh my ... is this a Shakespearean play?” And then when I found out that
indeed he had been imagining a Shakespearean tragedy when he imagined

“The Shining,” that was very profound for me.

Because King is so prolific and so popular, there’s sometimes a
feeling that he can’t be producing work of high literary quality.
Have you encountered people who are surprised you went from

Shakespeare to King?

Advertisement

If they’re thinking that, they haven’t said it to me! But what I would say back
is, who do you think Shakespeare was writing for? He was writing for popular
audiences. In so many ways, he and King are similar in that they weren’t

necessarily taken seriously when they were writing.

I mean, I think King now is getting more of his due. He’s lived longer. He’s
got a chance to see his legacy. He’s impacted every major horror writer now.
And you can be a popular writer and a brilliant writer. Those aren’t mutually

exclusive.
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Did you ever feel like you were kind of cheating on Shakespeare

LARRY EDELMAN o
when you were spending so much time with King? Judge Subramanian, please e
hear my plea: break up Live
. . . . . Nation and Ticketmaster
If anything, I was paying tribute to Shakespeare at the same time. King’s
clearly influenced by Shakespeare’s stories. And another surprise for me was, KEVIN CULLEN o

in talking to him, but also seeing all these drafts, how he’s so well-read. He Defund the Police was
misguided. Abolish ICE? Not

knows everything, high, low, in-between. I was reading one of his earliest a5 radical as it sounds.

novels that he wrote when he was 18, “The Long Walk,” which was turned

into a movie this year. It’s a brilliant novel and he’s quoting Andrew Marvell, DAN MCGOWAN
Providence Mayor Brett

a 17th-century poet. So when I say he’s the real deal, I mean that in so many Smiley to launch reelection

ways. He is a true man of letters. campaign, facing a
progressive challenger with

The kind of horror that King produces, a lot of it is about “not just apparent momentum
thinking the unthinkable, but writing it down,” as he writes in an
introduction to “Pet Semetary.” There’s something magical about
how he writes fear and dread in everyday settings: family, home,

small towns.

There’s absolutely something magical in that. One of the most moving parts
of this book for me was when I re-read “Night Shift,” which is that collection
of short stories that has “The Boogeyman,” which is like the ur-scary story for
me. But I had forgotten or didn’t even notice that that collection ends with a

story that is loosely based on his own mother’s death.

Advertisement

King’s own mother died when he was 26; he was by her bedside. And I was
really moved by something that I came across that he wrote in 1991: “When
my mother’s dying was done, I wrote this story. The characters were my dolls.
The story, while fictional, was my therapy. I have never enjoyed re-reading it
but at times I do ... because my mother’s death was also a part of my life. And,
you know, writing it made me feel better. If there is a stronger moral

justification for the reading and writing of stories, I have never found it.”

In that vein of writing and reading as a way to heal, did you find

that confronting King’s work up close made you less fearful?

I feel less alone in my fear. The power of really great horror writing like his is
that it taps into your humanity and it makes you feel again. And I feel like
we’ve all been siloed off from our emotions over the last decade. Everything’s
just been getting harder and harder. I don’t know if I became less of a scaredy

cat, but I feel a little less lonely.

Interview was edited and condensed.
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Caroline Bicks will be in conversation with Elizabeth Graver for “Monsters

in the Archives” April 30 at 7 p.m. at Brookline Booksmith 279 Harvard St.

brooklinebooksmith.com

Kate Tuttle edits the Globe's Books section. You can reach her at kate.tuttle@globe.com

MORE ON GLOBE.COM

Why did a Wellesley mother
allegedly kill her two children?
Experts see similarities to other
cases.

A parent's decision to murder their child
may be driven by grief, despair,
jealousy, or rage.

This tiny island in New
Hampshire offers rustic off-the-
grid living for $337,700. See the
photos.

A tiny island in Milan, New Hampshire,

offers rustic off-the-grid living for
$337,700.

Boston restaurants love this ::A!;
luxury ingredient. Protesters say ~ e
it's inhumane.

It's a staple of high-end restaurants

around Boston. But lately, protests

around the ingredient have mounted.

‘I was left unprotected’: Star
golfer accuses school
administrators of failing to
remedy harassment from male
teammates

Charlotte Rollins' speech rocked the

school district and spurred cries for
clarity and action from administrators.

B Red Sox outfielders find
themselves put in bad position
with the firing of Kyle Hudson

“What did he do wrong?" one of the
Blue Jays coaches asked Monday of
Hudson, who is viewed as one of the
most impactful coaches in the game.

With Alex Cora gone, Trevor
Story gets his needed follow-up
conversation with Craig Breslow
amid Red Sox frustration

“It was definitely necessary as part of
the process,” Story said of his talks with
Breslow.

pricing? Mayor Wu’s new climate
plan will study ways to
discourage driving into Boston.
The climate action plan charts a path for
the city to slash planet-warming
emissions in half by 2030 and achieve
net-zero emissions by 2050.

Parking fees? Congestion l Ay,

‘This was like déja vu for me
today’: Jimmy Kimmel defends
joke, reacts to Trump’s latest
call for his firing

Amid calls for his firing, Kimmel
returned to his show on Monday and
addressed the latest joke-fueled
controversy.

MOST READ IN THIS SECTION

My dog doesn’t read your lawn
signs

In defense of a canine’s right to roam.

https://archive. ph/UHMTV

5/6


https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://brooklinebooksmith.com/event/2026-04-30/caroline-bicks-elizabeth-graver-monsters-archives
mailto:kate.tuttle@globe.com
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/metro/wellesley-child-murder-macausland/?p1=Article_Recirc_Most_Popular
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/real-estate/new-hampshire-island-nay-pond-cottage/?p1=Article_Recirc_Most_Popular
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/lifestyle/foie-gras-boston-protests/?p1=Article_Recirc_Most_Popular
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/26/sports/masconomet-high-school-golfer-allegations/?p1=Article_Recirc_Most_Popular
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/27/sports/kyle-hudson-coach-fired-red-sox/?p1=Article_Recirc_Most_Popular
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/sports/red-sox-trevor-story-craig-breslow/?p1=Article_Recirc_Most_Popular
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/27/science/boston-2030-climate-action-plan/?p1=Article_Recirc_Most_Popular
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/arts/jimmy-kimmel-trump/?p1=Article_Recirc_Most_Popular
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/opinion/dog-lawn-signs/?p1=Article_Recirc_Most_Popular

4/28/26, 10:17 AM How a Shakespearean scholar spent a year in Stephen King’s private archives

“This was like déja vu l'._ How Apple TV’s ‘ From Vermont _
for me today’: Jimmy ‘Widow’s Bay’ tips winters to Storrow

Kimmel defends its hat to ‘Jaws’ Drive, here are six

joke, reacts to notable New England

Trump’s latest call references from

for his firing Noah Kahan’s new
album

Jimmy Kimmel Matthew Rhys, — Nedra Talley Ross,
defends joke after : ‘Widow’s Bay’ stars the last surviving e
Trump calls for his on why member of the
firing Massachusetts was 1960s bee-hived pop
the perfect place to band the Ronettes,
film Apple TV’s new dies
series
How much can we ) An ocean of feeling  |[ERNEGEGG_—_———— : Jenny Bartoy on her ﬂ
really control who we ﬁ- @ =y in SpeakEasy’s ‘ new anthology, ‘No B
become? ‘Swept Away’ Contact,’ and the
complexities of
family estrangement
roowus X f
SUBSCRIBE NOW MY ACCOUNT CONTACT MORE
Digital Access LogIn News Tips Newsletters / View The EPaper / Order Back Issues /
Home Delivery Manage My Account Help & FAQs News In Education / Search The Archives /
Gift Subscriptions Customer Service Newsroom Staff Privacy Policy / Your Privacy Choices /
Delivery Issues Advertise Terms Of Service / Terms Of Purchase /
Feedback Career Opportunities /

Do Not Sell My Personal Information / Boston Globe Media

©2026 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

https://archive. ph/UHMTV 6/6


https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/arts/jimmy-kimmel-trump/?p1=Article_Recirc_InThisSection
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/arts/widows-bay-jaws/?p1=Article_Recirc_InThisSection
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/arts/noah-kahan-album-new-england-references/?p1=Article_Recirc_InThisSection
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/28/arts/kimmel-defends-joke-trump-firing/?p1=Article_Recirc_InThisSection
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/27/arts/widows-bay-matthew-rhys-stephen-root/?p1=Article_Recirc_InThisSection
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/27/metro/nedra-talley-ross-last-surviving-member-1960s-bee-hived-pop-band-ronettes-dies/?p1=Article_Recirc_InThisSection
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/23/magazine/turning-into-my-father/?p1=Article_Recirc_InThisSection
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/27/arts/speakeasy-swept-away/?p1=Article_Recirc_InThisSection
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/04/24/arts/jenny-bartoy-no-contact/?p1=Article_Recirc_InThisSection
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://twitter.com/BostonGlobe
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.instagram.com/bostonglobe/
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B7663/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B5232/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://manage.bostonglobe.com/gift/gift.html?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/login?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/bgcs?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/delivery.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.research.net/r/G653HPY
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/contact/
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://customerservice.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/about/staff-list/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/advertise/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters/
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://epaper.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://payment.bostonglobe.com/back-issues?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://pages.bostonglobe.com/login/archive?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/about/help/privacy-policy/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/about/help/terms-service/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/about/help/terms-purchase/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/opportunities/?p1=BGFooter
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobe.com/about/help/privacy-policy/?showform=true
https://archive.ph/o/UHMTV/https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/?p1=BGFooter

